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Oronike Odeleye knew almost nothing about 
Panama when her mother suggested she go 15 
years ago. A family friend was taking a group 
of art students for ethnographic research, and 
he needed Odeleye as an English-Spanish 
translator.
       Odeleye, who seems to have a preternatural 
gift for recognizing open doors as opportunity, 
went without a second thought. But when 
the Syracuse film graduate, now 35, arrived 
in the port town of Portobelo, she wondered 
whether there was anything to translate at all. 
“We saw a couple of black men sitting there 
with gold teeth and sneakers, playing a rap 
song on a boom box,” she says with a laugh. 
“I thought, did we just fly four hours to end 
up right back in Southwest Atlanta?’”
    That feeling—an instant sense of familiarity 
among new faces in a new country—is 
something that has continued to bring her back 
to Portobelo in the years since, now though, as 
executive director of Creative Currents Artist 
Collaborative. The Atlanta-based organization 
hosts year-round experiences to raise 
awareness of and engagement with the arts 
and cultures of Africa and the African Diaspora. It’s a passion 
both personal and professional to Odeleye, whose parents 
both found a career in the arts. “Black artists don’t often get 
the chance to work outside the United States in an African 
Diaspora with people who have a history and trajectory similar 
to their own,” she says.
   Odeleye works to provide that chance through Creative 
Currents, which began as a grassroots movement among a 
handful of like-minded, artistically inclined thinkers in 2003. 
In an effort to scale and fundraise, the organization itself has 
recently become more structured—the group plans to obtain 
501(c)(3) status this year—but the programming aspect 
remains organic. 
    Artists typically propose ideas, such as a writing and yoga 
retreat, and Creative Currents builds a trip or program around 
them. One of the organization’s longest-running programs 
is the Congo Carnival Music and Culture Retreat, an annual 
celebration in Portobelo of the emancipation from slavery that  

 
combines music, costumed dancing and storytelling. For this 
year’s edition in February, Odeleye will bring local musician 
Mausiki Scales and his Afrobeat band, The Common Ground 
Collective, to collaborate with Panamanian comparsa band 
Barrio Fino.
   This exposure of one black artist community to another 
isn’t just important for the artists themselves but also for 
non-blacks, who are encouraged to pitch projects or attend 
Creative Currents programming. 
   “We want people of all races to know that their opinion in 
this conversation matters,” Odeleye says. “Because for the 
most part, they are part of the African Diaspora. The food they 
eat, the clothes they wear, the music they listen to has all been 
influenced by the movement of African people around the 
world. You cannot take out the influence and contributions of 
black people in America.” M  

More Info: www.ourcreativecurrents.org.

M unheard

Art across the diaspora
Oronike Odeleye’s mission to build creative bridges
By Feifei Sun
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3M mo sounds

Kameron Corvet’s 
rocking newness
And: Fresh tunes from Carmen Rodgers, The Rebirth + more

“Help Me” — Kameron Corvet: Singer/musician Kameron Corvet’s latest album, 
“Darker Than Gray,” was one of the more slept-on releases by an Atlanta artist in 
2014. So it’s great to see this collection of songs get a second wind via its newest 
single “Help Me.” The track, a rock-soaked soul tune with subtle pop leanings, throws 
the spotlight on Corvet’s guitar skills … and that’s always a great thing ’cause the 
dude can play. The song’s video — also out now — is pretty damn dope, too. Get your 
hands on it, and feast your ears on it. More info: kameroncorvet.com.

“This is Coming To” — The Rebirth: Ten years ago, this Cali-based 
soul band struck big with its debut album, “This Journey In,” but 
then inexplicably disappeared from the public eye. This past year, 
however, the group emerged from musical limbo, crowdsourcing 
a brand-new project. The first fruits of its labor can be heard in 
its new single, “This is Coming To,” which shows that the crew’s 
trademarked harmonies and layered vocals are still intact. Be on 
the lookout for its new full-length album, “Being Thru the Eyes 
of a Child,” later this year. As a a fan of the band, I’m hoping this 
impending LP cements them as a permanent fixture in the world 
of contemporary soul. There is a feeling of “dream deferred” 
looming over The Rebirth, and it’s way past time this feeling was 
eradicated. So, get the record, and tell your friends.  More info: 
www.therebirthlive.com MIM
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“Dance Like You’ve Been Here” — Miranda Nicole: The woman behind her own self-
styled “GLAMsoul” movement, singer Miranda Nicole has been teasing this vibey-
but-bumping house song for months, but in 2015 the Kai Alce-produced track is set 
to go on sale. More info: www.glamsoul.net.

“Show Me How to Love You” — Rhonda Thomas: 
This jazz/soul vocalist gives listeners a bass-
heavy boogie injection with “Show Me How to 
Love You,” the first single from her forthcoming 
album, “Vinyl Daze,” due to hit the streets this 
March. More info: www.rhondasings.com.

“Heartless” — Carmen Rodgers: Another 
single heralding a new album by an ATL-based 
artist is the hip-hop-flavored “Heartless” by 
soul songstress Carmen Rodgers — from 
her long-awaited project “Stargazer,” which 
drops February 2015. More info: twitter.com/
carmenrodgers. M

2



When it comes to Atlanta’s soul music scene, there 
are folks who are movers and shakers, and there are 
folks who are way beyond such clichéd adjectives 

— folks like Daz-I-Kue.
   An internationally renowned, London-born (but ATL-dwelling) 
DJ, record label owner, engineer, producer and member of 
the acclaimed U.K. crew Bugz in the Attic, Daz (aka Darren 
Benjamin) is more like connective tissue linking a host of 
creative forces across the metro area and around the globe. 
Just check his credentials and you’ll see that he (and his partner 
Khari Cabral Simmons, with assistance from Marty Kearns 
and keyboardist Julius Speed, over at 800 East Studios) has 
performed production and mixing duties for a bevy of locally 
based artists — including Malena Perez, Heston, The Dangerfeel 
Newbies, Stan “Steam” Smith, Nick Rosen and many more. 
   Still, with a guy like Daz — always bursting with good energy 
and a bevy of needle-moving ideas — you know the best is 
always yet to come. So, before he dives headlong into a heap 
of newness, we hit him up for a quick look back at the year that 
was and what he sees (and hopes to see) for the year ahead. 

Daz’s takeaways from 2014:
Well, 2014 was a year where I truly dedicated myself to 
production and really pulled back from my DJing hustle. So much 
has changed in the DJ world, especially in the States and I didn’t 
really feel part of it, so I made a conscious decision to concentrate 
on what people really know me for, which is my production. (Still, 
you can catch him DJing January 30 at The Music Room for the 
event The Breaks.)

I have become more bold with my production decisions and 
freer to do music I love, rather than based on what music people 
expected me to make — and in that regard it has been my 
most satisfying year creatively … although it’s been interesting 
financially, to say the least. But I do it for the love of the music!

Projects he’s working on this year:
The whole year seems to be already packed even before it’s got 
started … and more than likely spill into 2016. I am really excited 

to be working with [the Atlanta-based vocalist] Donnie and real 
honored that he trusts me enough with his vision of [his upcoming 
album] “The American Mythology,” which starts with the release 
of the timely single “Protester.” 

I’ll also be working with singer Kavita Singh on a number of 
releases. She’s a London resident from Vancouver with Indian 
heritage … I met her through my work with Bougie Solitarre in 
the early 2000s, and that developed into reconnecting musically. 
She is such a pleasure to work with and has a beautiful voice.

And I will be in the corner of [local singer] Cleveland P Jones. That 
man is a wonder. His amazing voice is one of my favorites right 
now, and I’m making sure I’ll do my part to let world know why.

We’ve got Stan Smith, my longtime “bredren” and most talented 
rapper; I found files that I thought were long lost and will be 
releasing them out to the world with immediate effect. They are 
too good to waste.

And then there’s the work Khari, Julius and I have done production-
wise as Edgewood Agents that is coming out this year. I’m 
particularly proud of [jazz/soul vocalist] Rhonda Thomas’s new 
project, where we have given her that Phyllis Hyman/Angela Bofill 
vibe. We also did four tracks for the Chicago-based singer Kenya; 
she’s another amazing talent that was such a pleasure to work with. 
One of the tracks we did — “Wednesday Girl” — is getting loads 
of traction in the U.K. right now, and a remix I did is adding to that 
heat. Plus: We’re working with Shana Tucker, a wonderful cellist and 
singer, who did vocals on the latest Foreign Exchange album. All 
that and we had the honor to work with Atlanta-based Brazilian 
singer Fernanda Noronha on her upcoming EP, “Aquela Ritmia.” 

Personal projects for 2015:
A project close to my heart will be the compilation I was inspired 
to put together after the injustices of Mike Brown, Eric Garner and 
Tamir Reed. It’s called simply “#FergusonCompilation,” where 
the proceeds will go to charitable organizations in Ferguson, 
across the U.S. and one in U.K. that deals with youth and civil 

liberties. I hollered out to all my musical family worldwide 
to contribute a track on Facebook and the response has 
been so overwhelming that I had to extend the deadline. 
This will only be available on Bandcamp.

I’ll be putting in a lot more work on my label, I-Kue 
Recordings, and I’ve already lined up monthly releases for 
the whole of the year; two of the more interesting releases 
being Rustic Material, an Atlanta-based Brazilian bossa 
nova group, and Tempo, a Puerto Rican percussionist 
who used to play with the Fania All Stars.

I’ll also be working on my BB Boogie album, with Khari, 
Julius and Brandon Thomas, helping me out. The project 
will be harkening back to the days when disco and boogie 
were underground, funky, dirty and unashamedly black, 
but updated. Just think Bohannon with balls.

On top of that, I’ll be helping out Khari with [his soul bossa 
band] Jiva’s album, which I’m excited about because the 
concept is a combination of Azymuth, Sergio Mendes 
and Brasil 77 and The 5th Dimension.

Plus: Looking forward to continue working with the band 
MKG, which is signed to Ropeadope Records and includes 
members Martin Kearns (Anthony David, Heston, James 
Brown), Davis Causey (Marvin Gaye, Eddie Kendricks, 
Sea Level) Rafael Pereira (Janelle Monae) and, last but 
not least, Khari.

Hopes for Atlanta’s soul scene:
I would like to see more coming together of the Atlanta 
independent Black music scene … I want to see the same 
comradeship and support that my U.K. musical fam has, 
with an infrastructure that bypasses and runs parallel 
with the corporate music business. But that shift, I think, 
is already happening. M

More Info: www.facebook.com/ilovedazikue.

Looking back and looking 
forward with the globally 
renowned music manBy Carlton Hargro
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M artist talk

The start of 2015 brings the promise of new music from some 
of our favorite local artists. Some soon-to-be-released projects 
have firm release dates (like the new joints from singers 
Carmen Rodgers and Rhonda Thomas, as we mentioned in 
the Mo Sounds section of this mag) while others are more like 
rumors. That said, the ever-elusive D’Angelo 
finally dropped “Black Messiah” near the 
end of last year, which gives us hope that 
we’ll yet see albums from some of the 
following artists before 2016 hits: 

Anthony David: The A’s very own 
modern-day bluesman (albeit 
tinged with loads of soul, hip-
hop and more) at one point was 
getting his Jay-Z on, dropping 
album after album for a few 
years in a row. But his last 
one, “Love Out Loud,” came 
out in 2012 … and that left 
soul heads feenin’ for new 
material. So, what are the 
chances of us hearing some 
of that new-new? According 
to David, pretty damn good. 
A brand-new album, “Simple 
Man,” is scheduled to hit record 
stores and digital spaces this year. 
Like the similarly titled “Simple” 
tour he mounted this summer, look 
for this new collection of songs to 
be stripped down, guitar-driven 
and (wait for it) simple.

LP wish list 2015
Albums Atlanta soul heads need this year   
By Carlton Hargro

Gwen Bunn: We’ve been singing the praises of this Decatur-
based singer/producer since she popped up on Darryl 
Reeves’ remake of the Roy Ayers B-side classic “Every 
Time I See You.” After blowing up in that song, she went 
on to do tracks with Zo! and the Foreign Exchange — and 
then she co-produced “Collard Greens” for rap superstars 
SchoolBoy Q and Kendrick Lamar.  And that whole time, 
we’ve been hearing talk of Bunn unveiling her new album, 
“Melody Dungeon.” So far nothing’s materialized, and as 
of press time, we didn’t hear from her. But we’ll keep on 
keeping hope alive.    

Chantae Cann: Here we have another prolific singer, who’s 
dropped a bevy of features over the last several years — a 
few (like the super-sweet “Da Da ‘N Da”) for Snarky Puppy 
and one (“It’s Your Time”) for Lil’ John Robert’s debut album 
“The Heartbeat,” among others. But we have yet to get a 
solid date on when some music under her own umbrella will 
see the light of day. Like the previously mentioned Gwen 
Bunn, Cann is a singular talent with an ultra-distinctive, one-
of-a-kind voice. Atlanta, and the world, would be better off 
with more of her songs in circulation. M
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Jan. 16: Mausiki Scales & the Common Ground Collective: 
Afro World Beat! — Atlanta’s own purveyors and torchbearers 
of Afrobeat are back in effect and on stage again with what’s 
sure to be an electric performance. $10. 9 p.m. Apache Café, 64 
Third St. www.apachecafe.info.

Jan. 16: TheRaceCard — Visual artist Fabian Williams presents 
an offbeat-yet-thoughtful collection of “visual essays” that aim 
to dissect race and inequality in America. Free. 7 p.m. City of 
Ink, 323 Walker St. SW. www.cityofink.com.

Jan. 17: DJ Lord > 2 MP with Obeah and Chuck D of Public 
Enemy — Here’s an opportunity to fill your ears with some all-
the-way true hip-hop with DJ Lord and the legendary Chuck 
D, among some choice others. $3 with RSVP at: http://win.gs/
rbssatl115. 9 p.m. Aisle 5, 1123 Euclid Ave. NE. aisle5atl.com.

Jan. 17: A Night With Sza — One of the true vanguards of 
modern soul, Sza (and her newest EP “Z”) was on a lot of 
critics “top 10 of 2014” lists. See what the fuss is all about, live 
and in the flesh, tonight. $25. 7 p.m. Center Stage, 1374 West 
Peachtree St NW. www.centerstage-atlanta.com.

Jan. 17: W. Kamau Bell — Man, I so miss this comedian’s 
politically on-point show, “Totally Biased,” but so glad he’s 
currently touring the country, keeping his brand of smart black 
humor alive. $15. 6 p.m. Vinyl, 1374 West Peachtree St. NW. 
www.centerstage-atlanta.com.

Jan. 18: Adult Skate- The MLK Edition — Please note: No actual 

M mo events

Tortured Soul strikes back
Plus: Sza, Adult Skate and more of the month’s best happenings

Jan. 16: Tortured Soul — Word of advice: If you ever get the chance to see 
Tortured Soul live, by all means buy tickets quick, fast and in a hurry. The 
three-member live-instrumentation-meets-house-music crew, coming 
straight outta Brooklyn, has earned a rep worldwide for putting on one 
of the most kinetic, action-packed and straight-up life-changing shows, 
like, ever. And for the group’s latest concert, DJ Naturel, DJ Tabone, DJ 
Kemit and The Dangerfeel Newbies are coming along for the ride, so the 
evening will be even doper. Seriously, you NEED this show in your life. 
$20-$25. 9 p.m. The Loft, 1374 West Peachtree St. NW. www.centerstage-
atlanta.com.

skating will take place at this MLK Day tradition … but classic 
skating-esque music (house, disco, etc.) — provided by DJs Cullen 
B Cole, Kai Alce and Kemit — will be on deck. Free for ladies until 
midnight. $7 after and for guys all night. 10 p.m. MJQ Concourse, 
736 Ponce De Leon Ave NE. 

Jan. 24: Fernanda Noronha and Friends EP Release Party — 
Brazilian singer Fernanda Noronha celebrates the release of her new 
EP, “Aquela Ritmia,” with an intimate night of live music, Brazilian 
food and more. $15. 8 p.m. 800 East Studios, 800 East Ave.

Jan. 27: Zap Mama and Antibalas — Antibalas, the Afrobeat 
powerhouse behind the “Fela!” stage production, joins forces with 
legendary Congo-born singer Zap Mama for a night of African 
rhythms. $27.50-$30. 7 p.m. Variety Playhouse, 1099 Euclid Ave. 
NE. www.variety-playhouse.com.

Even Mo Events:
Jan. 16: ORBIT w/ Monty Luke & Stefan Ringer — the Sound Table

Jan. 17: 3rd St. Soul, starring Chantae Cann — Apache Café

Jan. 24: “Indiependence Day” film screening — The Music Room

Feb. 2: Snarky Puppy Side Projects x 3 — Terminal West

Feb. 10: Phox — Terminal West

Feb. 11: George Clinton and Parliament Funkadelic — Variety 
PlayhouseM
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